
Dearly Beloved of Trinity, 
 
"God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not 
fear…” -Psalm 46 
 
 No doubt by now you have heard about the outbreak of “Coronavirus Disease 
2019” (COVID-19), which the World Health Organization has classified as a global 
pandemic. With the non-stop media coverage and the unknowns still surrounding 
COVID-19, I can imagine that some of you may feel nervous, anxious, or afraid. During 
this season of Lent, however, I pray that God will relieve your fears and anxieties and 
give you eyes, which are fixed on your Lord Jesus. Certainly, we pray that our 
community, congregation, and families will remain safe from illness. Certainly, we pray 
for a vaccine and an end to this pandemic around the world. Our hope, however, is not 
ultimately in these things. Rather, our hope is in the One who has overcome sin, death, 
and the devil and who helps us with His good gifts and Spirit. We shall not fear! Through 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, “the Kingdom ours remaineth!” If His Father has given us 
Jesus and the Kingdom, will He not also with Him provide for our earthly needs? Amen, 
He will! So, come, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God! Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, and, fixing our eyes on Jesus, let us also love one another as He has loved us. 
 
 In pursuit of that love, God has provided us with our reason and all of our senses. 
God has given us other people: our leaders in government and community, medical 
experts and workers, etc. It is good, wise, prudent, and loving, therefore, to respect and 
use these good gifts of God to the best of our abilities in order to love one another. 
 
 Therefore, below are some changes that will be implemented on Sunday, March 
15th, and perhaps into the foreseeable future: 
 
1. As of now we will still continue to hold our regular services. There is great value 
in meeting together around Christ and His Word (Hebrews 10:25). Until further notice, 
our services will continue at 8:15 AM and 10:45 AM, with Sunday School and adult Bible 
class from 9:30 to 10:30. During Lent, we will also continue to hold service on 
Wednesday at 7 PM. However, both the donuts (Sunday morning) and cookies 
(Wednesday night) will be discontinued until further notice (you don’t need those carbs 
anyway, right!?). 
 
2. Though we still will be having service, I encourage all members to be safe. If 
you are among those who are at an increased risk of contracting a germ or virus of any 
sort, then please be encouraged to stay home. In fact, you do well to listen to public 
health authorities out of care for your own body and for your neighbor. If you do not feel 
well, please stay home out of love for neighbor, too. While faith in Christ does come 
from hearing the Word of God (and I have often preached on the importance of 
attending to His Word every week and day!), you are not saved by your church 
attendance patterns (thanks be to God, right!?). If I notice you missing on Sunday, I, 
your pastor, will plan to call you at some point during the week for the sole purpose of 
checking up on your well-being.  



3. Some things will temporarily change during the service. Before the service, 
greeters will not shake hands with you (Just smile! Don’t be offended!) Before the 
offering, we will continue to share Christ’s peace, but for now we will forego shaking 
hands. The ushers will not collect your offerings during the service, instead the offering 
plates will be placed at the exit of the nave. Pastor will still be friendly and greet you 
after each service, but he will not shake your hand (You don’t want everybody’s germs! 
Feel free to smile, wave, or… bow?). 
 
4. Regarding the Lord’s Supper: We will distribute our Lord’s body and blood using 
our regular communion schedule until further notice. The altar guild has and will 
continue to use gloves when preparing and cleaning the communionware. Pastor and 
the communion server will go to the sacristy to thoroughly wash their hands with soap 
and water before consecrating or distributing the Lord's Supper. On Sunday we will offer 
individual cups in a continuous manner (similar to receiving ashes on Ash Wednesday), 
one side at a time. The communion assistant will hand the cup to you so that only his 
hands are touching the cups. As you return to your seat, we will have a basket in which 
you can leave your cup. 
 
5. Continue to practice good hygiene in general, such as: washing hands with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds (maybe singing, “A Mighty Fortress” as you do so?); 
using alcohol-based hand sanitizer when no water is immediately available; avoiding 
touching your mouth, nose, or eyes as much as possible; avoiding close contact with 
others who are ill; and coughing or sneezing into your sleeve at the elbow.  Please see 
the CDC or other government health organizations for more precautions and details. 
 
6. Pray. Pray for all who have contracted the COVID-19 "Coronavirus," for all who have 
lost a loved one from it, for all whose work brings them close to this virus (nurses, 
doctors, and other caregivers). 
 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not 
fear…” Trust in Him. Trust in His promises. Rest in the peace of your Lord Jesus. 
 
Moving forward, I will do my best to communicate the gifts of our Lord to you and to 
keep you informed about what we are doing at Trinity. Your Church Council and Elders 
will be meeting soon to discuss how best to serve you in the days ahead. Please fulfill 
what you promised at my ordination and at the installation of our congregational officers: 
pray for us. I will do the same and pray for you. 
 
Love in Christ Jesus, 
 
Pastor Simeon Raddatz 
 
Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 
ending, by paths as yet untrodden through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with 
good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us 
and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. (LSB, p. 311) 


