
 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 

Commemoration of St. Patrick 

 

Dearly Beloved of Trinity, 

 

In 1527 bubonic plague swept through Wittenberg, where Martin Luther served 

as professor and pastor. Luther and his own pastor, Pastor Bugenhagen, stayed 

in Wittenberg to minister to the scared and sick people. Held captive by the 

Word of God, they were conscience-bound to serve their neighbors in need.  

 

In the same year Luther received a letter from another area, which the plague 

had also struck. It asked for Luther’s advice on this pressing question: Is it right 

for a Christian to flee from the deadly plague? As a remarkable theologian, 

Luther did not give a simplistic answer but one that was well-nuanced. I will not 

reprint his letter in its entirety. Instead, I offer you the following quotes as a 

summary of his pastoral advice. 

 

Now if a deadly epidemic strikes, we should stay where we are, make our 

preparations, and take courage in the fact that we are mutually bound together so 

that we cannot desert one another or flee from one another… we can be sure that 

God’s punishment has come upon us, not only to chastise us for our sins but also 

to test our faith and love… we must patiently submit and serve our neighbor, 

risking our lives in this manner as St. John teaches, “If Christ laid down his life 

for us, we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren” [1 John 3:16]… 

 

It is even more shameful for a person to pay no heed to his own body and to fail to 

protect it against the plague the best he is able, and then to infect and poison 

others who might have remained alive if he had taken care of his body as he should 

have (Luther’s Works, vol. 43, pp. 115-138). 

 

To sum it up, then, Luther’s advice is that we trust in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
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remembering that He has overcome all sin, death, and the devil; that we continue 

to love our neighbors in our various stations in life; and that we use our reason, 

good sense, medical knowledge, and the like in order to avoid harming our own 

bodies and those of our neighbors. 

 

Thanks be to God, today we are not experiencing bubonic plague, but rather 

COVID-19, which, although serious, is not as horrid as bubonic plague! Even so, 

we do well to heed Luther’s advice, which is based on Scripture: listen to the 

advice of our medical professionals and obey the authorities, whom God has 

placed over us for our good. Currently, that advice is this: “CDC, in accordance 

with its guidance for large events and mass gatherings, recommends that for the 

next 8 weeks, organizers (whether groups or individuals) cancel or postpone in-

person events that consist of 50 people or more throughout the United States” 

(cdc.gov). In addition, the President of the United States has asked that 

gatherings of more than 10 people be postponed. 

 

Therefore, out of love, the Trinity Lutheran Church Council and Board of Elders 

has decided to suspend all in-person activities at Trinity until March 30th. We 

will not hold a physical, in-person service on Wednesday nights or Sunday 

mornings. The Council and Elders will review this suspension on Monday, 

March 30th and will communicate with you as to whether the suspension will be 

lifted or will continue, depending on the latest information at that time. 

 

In the meantime, God’s Word will not be bound but, God-willing, will still have 

free course among us to build us up in faith and love and to give us cause to 

rejoice in the midst of this pandemic! In order to deliver God’s Word to you 

during this time, Trinity will be doing the following: 

 

• Pastor will continue to offer Divine Service on Sunday mornings but only 

online. At this time we can commit to uploading videos on the “Trinity 

Lutheran Church – Pekin, IL” YouTube channel. We will also work on 

livestreaming services. If that becomes a possibility, then we will notify 

you with more details. 

 

• Pastor will also continue the Wednesday night Lenten series on the 

Sacraments. For now, we will commit only to posting these services on 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/mass-gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html
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YouTube until we are sure that we can successfully use a livestream. 

 

• The church office will also mail you a written sermon if you are unable to 

access the Internet. Please call the church office, (309) 346-1391, if you 

would like a mailing of the sermon manuscript. 

 

• Between the hours of 8AM and 12PM the church nave is open to all for 

individual use. If you use the nave for prayer and meditation, then please 

kindly bring something to clean and sanitize the area that you use (wipe 

down hymnals, books, and furnishings after use). 

 

• For now, Pastor Raddatz will continue to contact homebound members 

only via mail and phone. If, however, you have a serious near-death 

emergency, by all means call the pastor at (773) 634-0082. He will come to 

minister to you or your family member in such a case. 

 

In addition, this is a time to care for one another. It is an opportunity, in fact, for 

us to grow in love for one another. Therefore, please keep in contact with one 

another. Call each other, write to one another, check up on one another, and 

certainly pray for one another. The Church Council, Pastor, and Elders also 

would like to care for anyone in need. So, if you need groceries, medications, or 

anything delivered to your home, then please call the Trinity church office! We 

will find someone from within the congregation to assist you. Now is not a time 

to be proud! Lean on the other members of Christ’s Body! 

 

Finally, here is what we would like to ask of you: 

• Pray for your pastor and church leaders, even if you are unsatisfied 

with the decisions that they make. They are doing their best to serve 

you. Pray for governmental leaders, medical personnel, caregivers, and 

all who serve in positions of leadership or in positions that make them 

vulnerable. Pray for one another, especially for the sick and weak.  

 

• Continue to tithe. We know that some of you may struggle financially 

at this time. Only give what you are able to give. For the Ministry of the 

Word to continue in our midst, financial support is obviously needed. 

Tithing is also a good work of joyful, Christian obedience, giving back 
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to God what is His and relying on His provision.  

(Mail tithes to: Trinity Lutheran Church, 700 S. 4th St., Pekin, IL 61554). 

 

• Parents, your children are going to be with you at home for much of 

this time. Use this time to fulfill your vocation and Christian 

responsibility of teaching them God’s Word “as the head of the family 

should teach it in a simple way to his household” (Luther’s Small 

Catechism). This is always your responsibility. Let this be an 

opportunity for repentance and growth. After God’s own Word, you 

are by far the biggest influence on your child’s life of faith. Use the 

devotional resources provided by Pastor Raddatz, which can be found 

in the online newsletters. 

 

• GIVE US UPDATED INFORMATION!!! Even if you think that we 

have your latest phone number, email address, or mailing address, it 

does not hurt for you to call or email the church office and make sure 

that we do. We want to be able to communicate with all of you! 

 

Remember, Christ is with you, providing for body and soul. You have a share in 

His eternal inheritance, thanks be to His life, death, and resurrection. Take heart, 

baptized child of God! Put your trust in Him! Love your neighbor, and use the 

good gifts that God has given you! May God bless you and keep you. Amen. 

 

In the Love of Christ Jesus, our Lord, 

 

Rev. Simeon D. Raddatz, pastor 

 

In the very midst of life Snares of death surround us… 

Where shall we for refuge go, Where for grace to bless us? 

To Thee, Lord Jesus, only!  

Thy precious blood was shed to win Full atonement for our sin.  

Holy and righteous God! Holy and mighty God!  

Holy and all merciful Savior! Eternal Lord God!  

Lord, preserve and keep us In the peace that faith can give.  

Have mercy, O Lord!”  

(LSB 755, “In the Very Midst of Life,” Martin Luther) 
 


