
Wednesday, April 1, 2020 

 

Dearly Beloved of Trinity, 

 

“Commit your way to the LORD; trust in Him, and He will act” (Psalm 37:5). Your God, who 

rules sky, sea, and land, cares for you and has shown His great love for you all in that, 

while you were still sinners, Christ Jesus died for you (Romans 5:8). Therefore, take 

heart, commit your way to Him, and trust in Him. He will not let His beloved children 

be put to shame. He will act for your salvation, according to His good and gracious will! 

Amen! 

 

On Monday, March 30th, Trinity’s Board of Elders and I met to address the current 

closure of our church building, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The purpose of this 

letter is to inform you of our decision and plans as we move into the month of April. 

 

1) According to President Trump’s new guideline to continue social distancing until at 

least April 30th and due to the perceived likelihood that Governor Pritzker will extend 

the shelter-in-place order for Illinois beyond April 7th, the Trinity Board of Elders has 

decided that Trinity’s church building will remain closed until further notice and that 

all physical services and events are officially cancelled. The elders have made this 

decision with heavy hearts, especially because it means that we will be unable to gather 

during Holy Week and on the Feast of the Resurrection (Easter). However, be assured 

that you will continue to receive God’s Word through mail, email, YouTube, Facebook, 

etc. The elders and I are committed to your spiritual health, which requires God’s 

Word! At our April 27th meeting we will re-evaluate this decision based on the most up-

to-date information. 

 

2) With regards to the Lord’s Supper, we believe, teach, and confess that the oral 

reception of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is a blessed and precious gift 

that all Christians should desire frequently as an assurance of God’s grace and for the 

strengthening of faith. Unfortunately, at this time, we have not found a way to 

administer this gift to you in a way that is faithful to Christ’s institution, reverent, safe 

for our congregation, considerate of our neighboring Lutheran congregations, and 

obedient to God’s command to obey our earthly leaders. For these reasons we will 

continue to abstain from the Lord’s Supper until we are able to receive His body and 

blood in accordance with these criteria. We will, however, continue to coordinate with 

nearby Lutheran pastors and congregations in order to make the Supper available to 

you as soon as we are faithfully and responsibly able. Please continue to pray for the 

day that we may once again receive together this foretaste of the feast to come in the 

Holy Supper of His body and blood! 
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3) In the meantime, I am offering private confession and absolution over the phone for 

anyone who desires it. This gift is always available to you, but, especially during this 

time when you are unable to receive the Lord’s Supper, I encourage you to make use of 

this other way of receiving God’s grace. Especially if your conscience is burdened and 

you desire a personal, private word of forgiveness from our Lord, then please contact 

me, either through email (pastor.raddatz@gmail.com), through the church office phone 

(309-346-1391), or through my personal cell phone (773-634-0082). If you are interested 

in this gift but have never made use of it, please do not be nervous to ask about it! I will 

happily review with you our Lord’s promise attached to it, explain the rite which the 

Lutheran Church uses for it, and answer any other questions you may have.  

 

4) Finally, because we are unable to gather together as the church physically, I am 

asking for any volunteers who would be willing to call two or three Trinity 

members/families each week in order to encourage and pray for them. The goal of 

gathering a list of volunteers is so that we can ensure the care of each congregation 

member, encourage one another at this difficult time, and exercise ourselves in 

Christian love. If you are interested in making two or three calls a week, please call the 

church office or email me soon. Once we have a list of volunteers to do this, I will assign 

two or three names to each volunteer per week. I encourage anyone within the 

congregation to do this, regardless of age! 

 

As always, please feel free to contact me or the church office with any questions. The 

peace of Christ be with you all! 

 

In Christ Jesus’ love, 

 

Pastor Simeon Raddatz 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

Pekin 

 

Take heart, have hope, my spirit, And do not be dismayed; 

God helps in ev’ry trial And makes you unafraid. 

Await His time with patience Through darkest hours of night 

Until the sun you hoped for Delights your eager sight. 

(LSB 754; Paul Gerhardt) 
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