
THE SECOND-LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR  
 
“Behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven!” 
(Dan 7:9–14). The Lord Jesus will return in glory on the Last Day with 
all His holy angels. “All the nations will be gathered before Him . . . 
And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left” 
(Matt 25:31–46). Those on His left will be cast into the everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. For they rejected Christ by 
failing to receive and support His brethren, that is, the preachers of the 
Gospel. But those on His right will inherit the kingdom prepared for 
them from the foundation of the world. For they received and 
supported His brethren and believed what they preached. We believe in 
the promise of Christ’s coming, even if it is delayed because of His 
longsuffering mercy. Conducting ourselves in godliness, knowing that 
this fallen creation will soon pass away, we look forward to “new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:3–
14). 
 
PREPARATION TO RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER 
This congregation confesses that with bread and wine Jesus gives to us 
His True Body and Blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins. 
Faith simply says, “Amen!” (“Yes, yes, it is so! I believe it!”) to this 
mystery. 
 
St. Paul warns, however, that the Lord’s Supper can be received 
harmfully and also that it should be received together by those who 
confess the Gospel with one, unified voice (1 Cor. 11:26-32). 
Therefore, out of sincere care for the health of your soul and for the 
faithful witness of this congregation, please refrain from communing 
today if: 

1) you are unprepared to commune, or  
2) you have not yet spoken with or communed under Pastor 
Raddatz.  

 
Anyone may come forward with arms crossed to receive a blessing 
during distribution. If you desire to receive the Supper in fellowship 
with us in the future, please speak with the pastor. Thank you for 
respecting our confession and practice and for helping us to administer 
the Lord’s Supper faithfully. 

Introit Psalm 54:3–5, 7; antiphon: vv. 1–2 
O God, save me, | by your name,* 
 and vindicate me | by your might. 
O God, | hear my prayer;* 
 give ear to the words | of my mouth. 
For strangers have risen a- | gainst me;* 
 they do not set God be- | fore themselves. 
Behold, God is my | helper;* 
 the Lord is the upholder | of my life. 
He will return the evil to my | enemies;* 
 in your faithfulness put an | end to them. 
For he has delivered me from every | trouble,* 
 and my eye has looked in triumph on my | enemies. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
O God, save me, | by your name,* 
 and vindicate me | by your might. 
O God, | hear my prayer;* 
 give ear to the words | of my mouth. 

 
 

Collect of the Day 
 O Lord, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 

that, ever mindful of the end of all things and the day of Your just 
judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell 
with You forever hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 

 
Gradual Psalm 50:4, 6 

He calls to the heav- | ens above* 
 and to the earth, that he may judge his | people. 
The heavens declare his | righteousness,* 
 for God him- | self is judge! 

Order of Service 
Divine Service, setting 3 (spoken), 

page 184 

Opening Hymn LSB 655   
  
Confession and Absolution LSB 184 
  
Introit ← Inside 
  
Kyrie LSB 186 
  
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
  
Old Testament Reading On Back→ 
  
Epistle Reading On Back→ 
  
Alleluia and Verse LSB 190 
  
Holy Gospel On Back→ 
  
Creed LSB 191 
  
Hymn of the Day LSB 508  
  
Sermon  
  
Offertory and Offering LSB 192 
  
Prayer of the Church  
  
Service of the Sacrament LSB 194 
  
Distribution Hymn LSB 621  
(For silent meditation) 
  
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
  
Closing Hymn LSB 554  

 



Old Testament Daniel 7:9-14  
Epistle 2 Peter 3:3-14 
     3[Know] this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 
4They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing 
as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long 
ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 6and that by means of these the 
world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. 7But by the same word the heavens and earth that now 
exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 
     8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, 
and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the 
earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 
     11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and 
godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on 
fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13But according to his promise we are waiting 
for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
     14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, 
and at peace. 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 25:31-46 
     31[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his 
glorious throne. 32Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 
34Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38And when did we see you a stranger and welcome 
you, or naked and clothe you? 39And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40And the King will 
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 
     41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me.’ 44Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or 
sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did 
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.” 
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