
THE THIRD-LAST SUNDAY 
OF THE CHURCH YEAR 

 
“The kingdom of God does not come with observation” 
(Luke 17:20–30). You must use your ears and not your eyes. 
For God’s kingdom in this world is one of faith, and faith 
comes by hearing the Word of Christ. The people of Israel, 
however, wanted to walk not by faith but by sight. When 
Moses delayed in coming down the mountain, they decided 
to make a visible god for themselves, the golden calf (Ex 
32:1–20). Upon such faithless and false worshipers God’s 
judgment comes. Only on the Last Day will our faith be 
turned to sight. “For as the lightning comes from the east 
and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of 
Man be” (Matt 24:15–28). The Lord Himself will descend 
from heaven with a shout, and He will gather His people to 
Himself, both the living and the dead. In a world in which 
our days are few and full of trouble (Job 14:1–6), let us 
comfort one another with these words of the resurrection and 
the coming of our Lord Jesus. 
 

Psalm Psalm 14 
1The fool says in his heart, “There | is no God.”* 
 They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds, 
 there is none | who does good. 
2The LORD looks down from heaven on the chil- | dren of 
man,* 
 to see if there are any who understand, 
 who seek | after God. 
3They have all turned aside; together they have be- | come 
corrupt;* 
 there is none who does good, 
 not | even one. 
4Have they no knowledge, all the evil- | doers* 
 who eat up my people as they eat bread 
 and do not call up- | on the LORD? 
5There they are in great | terror,* 
 for God is with the generation of the | righteous. 
6You would shame the plans | of the poor,* 
 but the LORD is his | refuge. 
7Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of | Zion!* 
 When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people, 
 let Jacob rejoice, let Israel | be glad. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son;* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit. 
As it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now and will be forever | Amen. 

 
 
Collect of the Day 
 Almighty God, we implore You, show Your mercy to Your 

humble servants that we, who put no trust in our own merits, may 
not be dealt with after the severity of Your judgment but 
according to Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
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First Reading Exodus 32:1-20 

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to 
you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will 
not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a 
cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And 
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 
18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 
Third Reading Matthew 24:15-28 
 
15 “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the 
holy place (let the reader understand), 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let 
the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his house, 18 and let the one who is in 
the field not turn back to take his cloak. 19 And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who 
are nursing infants in those days! 20 Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 
21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world 
until now, no, and never will be. 22 And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would 
be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short. 23 Then if anyone says to you, 
‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets 
will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 
25 See, I have told you beforehand. 26 So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not 
go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes 
from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever 
the corpse is, there the vultures will gather. 
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