
SEPTUAGESIMA* 
 

The people of Israel contended with the Lord in the wilderness. (Ex 
17:1–7) They were dissatisfied with His provision.  In the same way, 
the first laborers in the vineyard complained against the landowner for 
the wage he provided them. (Mt 20:1–16) They charged him with 
being unfair.  But, in fact, he was not being unfair but generous.  The 
Lord does not wish to deal with us on the basis of what we deserve but 
on the basis of His abounding grace in Christ.  The first, those who 
rely on their own merits, will be last.  “Their bodies were scattered in 
the wilderness.”  But the last, those who rely on Christ, will be first.  
For Christ is the Rock.  (1 Cor 9:24—10:5) He is the One who was 
struck and from whose side blood and water flowed that we may be 
cleansed of our sin.  Therefore, “Let him who glories, glory in the 
Lord.” (Jer 9:23–24) 
 

*“Septuagesima” means “seventieth” in Latin. This day marks 
the beginning of the Pre-Lenten season in the One-Year 
Lectionary (schedule of readings). 
 

The PRE-LENTEN SEASON 
Pre-Lent “comprises the Sundays Septuagesima (70), 
Sexagesima (60), and Quinquagesima (50). These number-names 
do not designate exact periods of time until Easter but are rather 
to be considered only as general markers like the milestones of 
antiquity on the roads that led to Rome, in this case marking the 
general number of days we are from the Easter goal toward 
which we are traveling.” “The period of Pre-Lent is, so to say, the 
narthex in which we Christians pause for three Sundays before 
we begin our spiritual pilgrimage to Calvary in the great 40 days 
of Lent.” (Gehrke, Ralph. Planning the Service, 42) 
 

PREPARATION TO RECEIVE THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Before receiving the Lord’s Supper, St. Paul writes, “But let a man 
examine himself…” (1 Cor 11:28). St. Paul also writes concerning the 
office of the holy ministry (apostles and pastors), “Let a man so 
account of us, as… stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor. 4:1). 
Therefore, it is our practice not to admit anyone to the Lord’s Table 
whose confession and life are unknown to the pastor until adequate 
time is given for self-examination and pastoral care. Thank you for 
helping us to take care of you and the distribution of our Lord’s gifts. 

Introit Psalm 18:1–2a, 27, 32, 49; antiphon: vv. 5–6a 

 
The cords of Sheol en- | tangled me;* 
 the snares of death con- | fronted me. 
In my distress I called up- | on the LORD.* 
 From his temple he | heard my voice. 
I love you, O | LORD, my strength.* 
 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my de- | liverer. 
For you save a humble | people,* 
 but the haughty eyes | you bring down. 
[You have] equipped | me with strength* 
 and made my way | blameless. 
For this I will praise you, O LORD, among the | nations,* 
 and sing | to your name. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
The cords of Sheol en- | tangled me;* 
 the snares of death con- | fronted me. 
In my distress I called up- | on the LORD.* 
 From his temple he | heard my voice. 

 

Collect of the Day 
O Lord, we implore You favorably to hear the prayers of Your people that 
we, who are justly punished for our offenses, may be mercifully delivered 
by Your goodness, for the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
 

Gradual                    Psalm 9:9–10, 18–19a 
The LORD is a stronghold for | the oppressed,* 
 a stronghold in times of | trouble. 
And those who know your name put their | trust in you,* 
 for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who | seek you.  
For the needy shall not always be for- | gotten,* 
 and the hope of the poor shall not perish for- | ever. 
A- | rise, O LORD!* 
 Let not | man prevail. 

Order of Service 
Divine Service, setting 3, 

page 184 

Opening Hymn LSB 693  
   
Confession and Absolution LSB 184 
  
Introit ← Inside 
  
Kyrie 
(Omit Gloria in Excelsis) 

LSB 186 

  
Old Testament Reading On Back→ 
  
Epistle Reading 
(Omit Alleluia) 

On Back→ 

  
Holy Gospel On Back→ 
  
Creed LSB 191 
  
Hymn of the Day LSB 555  
(vv. 1-2, 5-6, 9-10) 
 
Sermon  
  
Offertory and Offering LSB 192 
  
Prayer of the Church  
  
Service of the Sacrament LSB 194 
  
Distribution Hymn LSB 823  
(For silent meditation) 
  
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
  
Closing Hymn LSB 853  

 



Old Testament Exodus 17:1–7 
     1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to 
the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 
2Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why 
do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water, and the people 
grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our 
livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready 
to stone me.” 5And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of 
Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6Behold, I will stand before you 
there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will 
drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the name of the place Massah and 
Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the 
LORD among us or not?” 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 9:24—10:5 
     24Do you not know that in a race all the runners compete, but only one receives the prize? So run that you 
may obtain it. 25Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but 
we an imperishable. 26So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 27But I discipline my body 
and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified. 
     1I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and 
all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the 
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 
5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1–16 
     1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You 
go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth 
hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. 
And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 
He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to 
his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And when 
those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first 
came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it 
they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what belongs to you and 
go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.” 
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