
SEXAGESIMA* 
 

The Sower sows the Seed of His Word (Lk 8:4–15).  This Word 
is living and powerful (Heb 4:9–13) to conceive new life in those 
who hear it.  But the planting of Christ is attacked by the devil, 
the world, and the flesh.  Satan snatches the Word away from 
hard hearts.  The riches and pleasures of this life choke off faith.   
Shallow and emotional belief withers in time of temptation and 
trouble.   
 
But see how Christ bears this attack for us!  Christ’s cross was 
planted in the hard and rocky soil of Golgotha.  A crown of 
thorns was placed upon His head.  Satan and His demons 
hellishly hounded and devoured Him.  Yet, through His dying 
and rising again, He destroyed these enemies of ours.  Jesus is 
Himself the Seed which fell to the ground and died in order that 
it might sprout forth to new life and produce much grain.  In Him 
the weak are strong (2 Cor 11:19 – 12:9).  He is the Word of the 
Father which does not return void (Is 55:10–13) but yields a 
hundredfold. 
 

*“Sexagesima” means “sixtieth” in Latin. This is the second 
Sunday in the Pre-Lenten season, and it roughly marks the days 
before Easter Sunday. 
 

Psalm Psalm 44:1–2, 7–8; antiphon: vv. 23, 25a, 26a 
 

 
Awake! Why are you sleeping, | O Lord?* 
 Rouse yourself! Do not reject us for- | ever! 
For our soul is bowed down | to the dust.* 
 Rise up; come | to our help! 
O God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers have | told 
us,* 
 what deeds you performed in their days, in the | days of 
old: 
you with your own hand drove out the nations, but them 
you | planted;* 
 you afflicted the peoples, but them you | set free. 
But you have saved us | from our foes* 
 and have put to shame those who | hate us. 
In God we have boasted con- | tinually,* 
 and we will give thanks to your name for- | ever. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Awake! Why are you sleeping, | O Lord?* 
 Rouse yourself! Do not reject us for- | ever! 
For our soul is bowed down | to the dust.* 
 Rise up; come | to our help! 

 

Collect of the Day 
O God, because You know that we dare not put our trust in 
anything that we do, mercifully grant that by Your power we may 
be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

. 
 

Order of Service 
Prayer and Preaching, page 260 

Hymn LSB 908   
  
Opening Versicles 
(for Lent) 

LSB 260 

  
Old Testament 
Canticle 

LSB 261 

  
First Reading On Back→ 
  
Psalm ←Inside 
  
Second Reading On Back→ 
  
Third Reading On Back→ 
  
Responsory 
(for Lent) 

LSB 263 

  
Catechism LSB 264 
  
Responsive Catechism 
(The First Petition) 

LSB 323 

  
Sermon  
 
Hymn LSB 823  
(v. 1 pastor; vv. 2-3 cong.) 
 
Prayer LSB 265 
  
Luther’s Morning 
Prayer 

LSB 266 

  
New Testament 
Canticle 

LSB 434 

 
Blessing LSB 267  
 
Closing Hymn LSB 577  

 



First Reading Isaiah 55:10–13 
10“For as the rain and the snow come down from 
heaven 
          and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
          giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
          it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
          and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

12“For you shall go out in joy 
          and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
         shall break forth into singing, 
          and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
          instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
          an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

 

 
Second Reading 2 Corinthians 11:19—12:9 
(Not printed due to length) 
 

Third Reading Luke 8:4–15 
     4When a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to [Jesus], he said in a parable: 5“A 
sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the 
birds of the air devoured it. 6And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no 
moisture. 7And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. 8And some fell into good soil 
and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear.” 
     9And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10he said, “To you it has been given to know the 
secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing 
they may not understand.’ 11Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12The ones along the path are 
those who have heard. Then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not 
believe and be saved. 13And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But 
these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. 14And as for what fell among the 
thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures 
of life, and their fruit does not mature. 15As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it 
fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.” 
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