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Catechism: What does such baptizing with water indicate? It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily 
contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily 
emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. Where is this written? St. Paul writes 
in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” 
 
Dearly beloved in the Lord, 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
When I was in seventh and eighth grade, I had the most wonderful English teacher, Mrs. Culver. She taught 
me the value of literature and instilled in me a love for writing, but, most of all, she filled me with a love for 
grammar. I know, what a weird thing to “love,” right? Mrs. Culver’s love for grammar was contagious, 
though. She’d enter the classroom on a given day, and she’d start chanting, “We love grammar! We love 
grammar! We love grammar!” Then she’d have us work through this “old school” discipline of “diagramming 
sentences.” I don’t know if students have to do this still, but basically “diagramming sentences” means 
breaking down a sentence and identifying its parts of speech. What’s the subject? What’s the verb? Is this a 
noun? Is this a preposition? And so forth… Boring, right? Wrong! —at least, for me! I happen to love 
diagramming grammar. (Go ahead, call me a nerd.) 
 
So, in spite of everything going on—in spite of not being able to be together because of this pandemic—let’s 
do some grammar together. Let’s patiently diagram God’s Holy Word so that we can better understand it and 
receive the joy, comfort, and instruction, which God would give us through it.  
 
If you have a Bible, why not open it to Romans, chapter 6 and look at verse 3? Romans 6:3. In verse 3 Paul 
asks, “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” 
 
First, you’ll notice that Paul is asking a question, but his question assumes a “yes” answer from the Christians 
listening. It’s like he’s asking, “You know, don’t you…?” And what does Paul assume that all baptized 
Christians know? He assumes that they (and we!) know “that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death” (Romans 6:3). 
 
Now, I want you to do a little diagramming with me. First, look at the action words (verbs) in that phrase. The 
actions are “have been baptized” and “were baptized.” Paul doesn’t say, “…all of us who baptized 
ourselves…” Paul says, “…who have been baptized…” and “…all of us… were baptized...” In grammar terms 
Paul uses passive verbs. That means that the action of Baptism was done to us by someone else. Who is the 
someone else? God. God is the One who baptized us, who baptized you. That’s such an important thing to 
understand! Baptism isn’t a human work, action, or tradition. Baptism isn’t my work. Baptism is God’s own 
work! God does something in Baptism. God did something for you in your Baptism! You were passive. You 
were simply the receiver. You didn’t do anything. God did! Baptism is God’s gift to you. 
 
But, what did God do, exactly, when He baptized you? What does He do whenever He baptizes someone, 
whether a child or an adult? Paul says that He baptizes us “into Christ” (Romans 6:3). Now, one more 
grammar lesson: do you know what “into” is? It’s something called a preposition. It’s like the words “under,” 
“above,” “beside,” “in,” or “on.” This preposition, though, is a special one. It’s what grammar nerds might call 
a “preposition of motion.” For the word “into” to make any sense at all, first, you have to be outside, right? So, 
if you enter into the Post Office, that means that you started outside the Post Office and now are in the Post 
Office. Make sense? 



 
But Paul isn’t talking about a Post Office! Paul is talking about Christ Jesus our Lord! “Do you not know that 
all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” So, what did God do through 
baptism? He moved us into Christ! Before baptism we were “outside of Christ,” but now, after baptism, we are 
“in Christ.” How? By God’s Sacrament, or mystery, of Holy Baptism. 
 
Because, remember, Baptism isn’t just plain water but water included in God’s command and combined with 
God’s Word. And, wherever God’s Word is, there also is the Holy Spirit. So, it’s like this: by water with the 
Word (a.k.a., baptism) the Holy Spirit mysteriously took the old, sinful you and plunged that old you into 
Christ Jesus! 
 
And here’s why this baptism into Christ is such good news for you and for me: all of us were born “outside of 
Christ.” You were born outside of God’s grace. You and I were by birth “children of wrath,” Paul says 
elsewhere. That means we were guilty and condemned. We were outside of Christ’s Kingdom and instead 
under the devil’s rule. You were not yet a “child of God” but instead a rebellious sinner under the power and 
influence of the devil. That was your identity, the old you, which Paul calls your “old man/Adam” or your “old 
self” (Romans 6:6). 
 
But now Paul is saying, God has baptized you into Christ! He’s moved you out from under the devil’s power, 
and He’s placed you under Christ’s rule! He’s taken your old identity and plunged it into Christ! What does 
that mean for us, baptized Christians? It means that we were baptized into Christ’s death. “We were buried 
therefore with [Christ Jesus] by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we to might walk in a new life” (Romans 6:4). 
 
So, here’s what Paul is getting at: everything that Christ did—His perfect life and obedience, His work of 
dying on your behalf, His resting in the tomb, and His resurrection—all of it was applied to you when you 
were baptized into Him. It’s like your old, sinful self was nailed to the cross with Jesus and then laid to rest, 
forever dead in His tomb. Because you’ve been baptized into Christ and into His death, you know that your 
sins and sinfulness have been paid for. They’re out of God’s sight, sealed shut in Jesus’ tomb! The devil can 
stop his ugly accusations against you! Your conscience can find comfort in your baptism! Your sins and your 
old sinful self has been buried with Christ! 
 
And, if you’ve been buried with Christ by Baptism and you remain in Christ through continued faith in Him, 
then you will also be raised with Christ—definitely in the future resurrection of the body on the last day. Your 
physical body will be raised and made new, just as Christ’s was! So, even though we will all face death—even 
though some of you may be afraid of what’s going on right now, hoping and praying for a vaccine (and, I am 
too, by the way)—baptism is far better than any medicine or vaccine on earth! It even has the power to reverse 
physical death and bring complete and eternal healing, all because the power of Christ’s own death and 
resurrection on our behalf lies behind baptism! 
 
That’s in the future, but even now, your baptism gives you a new life to live. By baptism your old sinful 
identity has been put to rest in Christ’s tomb, and a new man, or a new self has emerged. God no longer sees 
you as a sinner. He sees you “in Christ”—covered in His righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. So, Paul 
and Luther say, does it make any sense to live on purpose like you’re still the old you? No way! You are new 
“in Christ.” You have a new life and a new identity. 
 
Yes, of course, you still sin. Yes, of course, you still worry, doubt, complain, get angry, and all of the other 
“old you” stuff. You will until the day that you finally die and literally aren’t able to sin anymore! But baptized 
into Christ and living through faith in Him, you no longer look for opportunities to sin. No way! Instead, by 
daily repentance, you plunge that old you back under the water, tell it to get back in Jesus’ tomb, to die with all 
of its sin and evil desires; and, turning to Christ and His Word every day, God raises up the new you to live 
before Him in righteousness and purity forever. Thanks be to God in Christ Jesus. Amen. 
	


