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Service Note: 
 
The Good Friday Vespers (evening prayer) service is called Tenebrae. “Tenebrae” is the Latin word for 

“darkness.” The ceremonies of this service symbolize the following: “the extinguishing of the candles signifies 

the falling away from Christ; even His apostles and disciples deserted Him in the hour of His Passion. Christ’s 

light alone remains. It rests for a moment on the altar, the Calvary of Sacrifice where He suffered and died. To 

signify His burial, the lighted candle is carried away. Darkness covers the earth. The Light of the World has 

gone but not extinguished. A noise is heard. It signifies the quaking of the earth and the opening of the graves at 

the death of Christ.* Suddenly the light of Christ appears, and all render homage in silence to the Conqueror of 

the darkness of sin and death” (Lang, Paul H.D., Ceremony and Celebration, 172).  

 

*The loud noise, or “strepitus,” has also been said to signify the closing of Christ’s tomb. 

 

 

 

 

Tenebrae Vespers 
 

 

Enter in silence. 

 
Stand 

 

Opening Versicles 
 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 

 
Sit 

 

Psalm 51 

 

1Have mercy on me, O God, 

 according to your | steadfast love;* 

according to your abundant mercy 

 blot out my trans- | gressions. 

2Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,* 

 and cleanse me | from my sin! 

3For I know my trans- | gressions,* 

 and my sin is ever be- | fore me. 

4Against you, you only, have I sinned 

 and done what is evil | in your sight,* 

so that you may be justified in your words 

 and blameless in your | judgment. 

5Behold, I was brought forth in in- | iquity,* 

 and in sin did my mother con- | ceive me. 
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6Behold, you delight in truth in the inward | being,* 

 and you teach me wisdom in the | secret heart. 

7Purge me with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;* 

 wash me, and I shall be whit- | er than snow. 

8Let me hear joy and | gladness;* 

 let the bones that you have bro- | ken rejoice. 

9Hide your face | from my sins,* 

 and blot out all my in- | iquities. 

10Create in me a clean heart, | O God,* 

 and renew a right spirit with- | in me. 

11Cast me not away from your | presence,* 

 and take not your Holy Spirit | from me. 

12Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation,* 

 and uphold me with a willing | spirit. 

13Then I will teach transgressors | your ways,* 

 and sinners will re- | turn to you. 

14Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, 

 O God of my sal- | vation,* 

 and my tongue will sing aloud of your | righteousness. 

15O Lord, open | my lips,* 

 and my mouth will de- | clare your praise. 

16For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would | give it;* 

 you will not be pleased with a burnt | offering. 

17The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;* 

 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise. 

18Do good to Zion in your good | pleasure;* 

 build up the walls of Je- | rusalem; 

19then will you delight in right sacrifices, 

 in burnt offerings and whole burnt | offerings;* 

 then bulls will be offered on your | altar. 

 

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

Tune: Public domain 
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P The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew, the 27th chapter. 
 

 1When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death. 

2And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the governor. 

 3Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought back the thirty 

pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 4saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They said, 

“What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 5And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he 

went and hanged himself. 6But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the 

treasury, since it is blood money.” 7So they took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field as a burial place for 

strangers. 8Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 

by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been 

set by some of the sons of Israel, 10and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.” 

 11Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, 

“You have said so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13Then Pilate said to 

him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single 

charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

 15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16And 

they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you 

want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18For he knew that it was out of envy that they 

had delivered him up. 19Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to 

do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20Now the chief priests and the 

elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor again said to them, “Which of the 

two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with 

Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 23And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But 

they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 

 24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his 

hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25And all the people 

answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, 

delivered him to be crucified. 
 

Two candles are extinguished. 
 

450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded sts. 4–7 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

Tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
 

 27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole 

battalion before him. 28And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and twisting together a crown of thorns, 

they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King 

of the Jews!” 30And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31And when they had mocked him, 

they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 

 32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross. 33And 

when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, mixed 

with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments 

among them by casting lots. 36Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37And over his head they put the 

charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38Then two robbers were crucified with him, one 

on the right and one on the left. 39And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40and saying, “You who 

would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the 

cross.” 41So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save 

himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in 

God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44And the robbers who were 

crucified with him also reviled him in the same way. 

 45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus 

cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?” 47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48And one of them at once ran and 

took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let 

us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 

 51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were 

split. 52The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53and coming 

out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 54When the centurion and 

those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe 

and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 

 55There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering 

to him, 56among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of 

Zebedee. 

 57When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. 58He 

went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59And Joseph took the body 

and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud 60and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a 

great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting 

opposite the tomb. 

 62Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63and said, 

“Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64Therefore order the 

tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen 

from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, 

make it as secure as you can.” 66So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Two candles are extinguished. 
 

Responsory 
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Sit 

 

428 Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

Magnificat 
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Kneel/Stand 

 

Prayers 
 

P Lord, have mercy. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P Christ, have mercy. 

C Christ, have mercy. 

  

P Lord, have mercy. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and 

delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Heavenly Father, we know Your greatness and our weakness, Your majesty and our unworthiness. By this present 

pandemic, You call us to the knowledge of our sin and to true repentance, lest we forget Your just judgment 

against sin. Do not let us be condemned with this wicked and evil world. O Lord, we are helpless and need Your 

protection. For Jesus' sake abide with us. Lift up Your face and be gracious to us in this fearful time of danger, and 

do not test us beyond our strength. Protect our homes and our dear ones, especially those who are sick, weak, and 

helpless and those who face danger due to their callings. Send Your holy angel, that we may continue safely to our 

journey's end. Give us faith to cast our anxieties and cares on You, who stills storms and guides the souls of men 

through ever danger; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

P Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should bear for us the pains of the cross and so remove 

from us the power of the adversary. Help us so to remember and give thanks for our Lord’s passion that we may 

receive forgiveness of sin and redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
The final two candles are extinguished. 

 
The Christ Candle is removed from the Altar. 

 

The “strepitus,” or loud noise, is heard. 

 

The silence reminds us of Jesus’ rest in the tomb. 

 

The return of the Christ candle symbolizes Christ’s victory over sin, death, and the power of the devil. It also reminds us of Christ’s 

continued presence with His Church. 

 

The congregation leaves in silence and minimal light. 

 


