
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Divine Service of the Word 

Palm Sunday 

April 5, 2020 

 

“Behold, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey.” 
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Service Note: 
 
 
The name for the Sixth Sunday in Lent, Palm Sunday, “is derived from the Palm Sunday procession which 

originated in Jerusalem in the fourth century and the blessing of palm branches originating in the Middle Ages” 

(Lang, Paul H.D., Ceremony and Celebration 170). On this day the Church remembers the enduring love of her 

Lord Jesus, which compelled Him to enter Jerusalem to suffer death on a cross for her salvation. 

 
 
Confession 

 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna to the Son of David! 

  

P Beloved in the Lord! On this day our King, Jesus, entered Jerusalem to shouts of “Hosanna!” On 

Holy Friday He was led outside the city to Golgotha, where He was crucified. To such a death He 

submitted willingly as the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with 

confidence let us draw near to the throne of grace, confessing our sins unto God our Father and 

crying out “Hosanna! 'Save us now' from our sin, for the sake of Your beloved Son, our Savior 

Jesus Christ!” 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us 

and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to 

become the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. 

 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

 

Stand 
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442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself 

our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His 

great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who 

are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 

wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
 
Old Testament Reading Zechariah 9:9–12 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

behold, your king is coming to you; 

 righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, 

 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
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 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 

his rule shall be from sea to sea, 

 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 118:19–29 

 

19Open to me the gates of | righteousness,* 

 that I may enter through them 

 and give thanks | to the LORD. 

20This is the gate | of the LORD;* 

 the righteous shall enter | through it. 

21I thank you that you have | answered me* 

 and have become my sal- | vation. 

22The stone that the builders re- | jected* 

 has become the | cornerstone. 

23This is the LORD’s | doing;* 

 it is marvelous | in our eyes. 

24This is the day that the | LORD has made;* 

 let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 

25Save us, we pray, | O LORD!* 

 O LORD, we pray, give | us success! 

26Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!* 

 We bless you from the house | of the LORD. 

27The LORD is God, 

 and he has made his light to shine up- | on us.* 

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 

 up to the horns of the | altar! 

28You are my God, and I will give | thanks to you;* 

 you are my God; I will ex- | tol you. 

29Oh give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good;* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever! 

 

Epistle Philippians 2:5–11 

 

 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of 

God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form 

of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him 

and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
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should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Verse 

C He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

 

Holy Gospel 
 Matthew 21:1–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus 

sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a 

donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you 

shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4This took place to fulfill what was 

spoken by the prophet, saying, 

5“Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

 humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

 and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7They brought the donkey and the colt and put 

on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others 

cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9And the crowds that went before him and that 

followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, 

“Who is this?” 11And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 
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Sermon 
 

Dearly beloved in the Lord, 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna…” (Matthew 

21:9). 

 

Everyone, it seems, is shouting “Hosanna!” these days. In these days of global pandemic 

“Hosanna” is making a comeback. 

 

“Hosanna.” By Jesus’ day it was a liturgical formula, a fixed phrase spoken by pious 

worshippers. It was perhaps like our “Amen” or our “Thanks be to God” in the Divine 

Service. “Hosanna” was a word familiar to most everyone in Israel, frequently sung and 

chanted by pilgrims as they made their way to Jerusalem for the Passover Feast. 

 

So, when Jesus entered Jerusalem during the Passover Feast, it’s not all that surprising that the 

crowd was shouting it. What is surprising—what shakes up the whole city and agitates 

Jerusalem’s high and mighty—is that the “Hosannas!” were to Jesus, as the people spread 

their cloaks and freshly-cut palm branches in His way. “Hosanna” was a prayer reserved for 

Yahweh, the Lord God, asking Him to “Save us now!” or “Save us, we pray!” And so, the 

crowd, whether it knew it or not, was addressing Jesus as the LORD and calling upon Him for 

salvation! 

 

Unfortunately, it looks like the crowd didn’t really know what it was doing. You know how it 

is. You can get so used to liturgical phrases, words like “Amen” or phrases like “Thanks be to 

God” and “hear our prayer.” The words roll off your tongue, but you forget what you’re 

saying. It doesn’t make the words wrong. It doesn’t mean that we should stop using them. It 

just means that we don’t know what we’re saying anymore. The crowd shouted, “Hosanna!” 

to Jesus but didn’t know what it was saying, not really. It didn’t know who Jesus was. It 

didn’t know what he’d come to do.  

 

These days aren’t much different. Everyone seems to be shouting, “Hosanna!” Everyone’s 

saying, “Save us now!” Everyone’s looking for “salvation.” Everyone’s looking for a “savior.” 

It’s hard for anyone not to be caught up in the effects of this global pandemic. If it doesn’t 

affect you physically, it affects you emotionally. If it doesn’t affect you emotionally, it affects 

you financially. If it doesn’t affect you financially, it certainly affects you in some way. 

Nobody’s life is exactly the same as it was before. So, everyone, it seems, is shouting 

“Hosanna! Save us now! Give us salvation!”  
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But what kind of “salvation” do the people of our world have in mind? How far, how deep 

does it go? In Jesus’ day at least some of the crowd, it seems, were looking for relief from 

political oppression. Their idea of a savior was a King who’d come with overwhelming force 

to overthrow Israel’s enemies. Their idea of salvation was freedom from Rome and glory for 

themselves! How odd it must’ve been when the One claiming to be their king rode into 

Jerusalem humbly, mounted on a donkey, rather than standing in a chariot, accompanied by 

an army! “Hosanna!”? Who is this again? How is He going to save us? 

 

What kind of “salvation” are you looking for right now? Salvation from COVID-19? Salvation 

from being stuck at home? Salvation from a flagging economy? Salvation from anxiety or 

loneliness? It’s not wrong to seek help in times of trouble. It’s certainly not wrong to shout 

“Hosanna!” to Jesus, asking Him for deliverance from these things. He invites us to call upon 

Him in the day of trouble and promises to answer! So, by all means, we can and should pray 

for the end of this pandemic and do what we can to help and serve one another.  

 

But this pandemic is not your biggest trouble. It’s not the world’s biggest trouble, and Jesus 

knows it. The world shouts its “Hosannas!” wondering who will save it. We shout our 

“Hosannas!” sometimes wondering when Jesus will save us.  

 

But here’s Jesus in the Gospel, entering Jerusalem, riding on a donkey. Here’s Jesus humbling 

Himself, burdened with our trouble. Here’s Jesus advancing to the cross, where He will rule 

as King. The crowd has no clue what it’s saying. Sometimes we lose sight of it, too, but Jesus 

is answering His people’s “Hosannas!” He has answered them. He has answered yours. He 

answered them when, laden with the sins of earth, He gave His body and soul into death for 

your salvation. Salvation from your sinful self. Salvation from the guilt and judgment which 

were rightfully yours. Salvation from eternal death and hell under the power of the devil. All 

of this the King of Israel bore in your place in His body on the tree, and He did it with such 

wondrous love for you. 

 

He has already answered your “Hosannas!” He has already saved you. He has saved you by 

entering Jerusalem for you, dying for you, rising for you, and ruling in you by the power of 

His Spirit. He has saved you by reconciling you to the Father so that you may stand in His 

grace with a clean conscience as a fellow heir with Jesus. 

 

So, keep following Jesus. Shout your loud “Hosannas!” with joyful confidence today. Your 

King, Jesus, who has saved you from death and hell, is certainly bringing you into His 

endless Easter life! 

 

“All glory, laud, and honor to You, Redeemer King!” Hosanna in the highest! Amen. 
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Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collect for the Church 
 

P Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down from 

above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to the joy and 

edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that in steadfast faith we may serve You and, in the confession 

of Your name, abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Benedicamus 
 LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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837 Lift High the Cross sts. ref–6 
 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 

 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
 

Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

 


