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“‘It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was 
dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’ ” (Luke 15:32) 
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The Third Sunday after Trinity 
“This man receives sinners and eats with them” (Luke 15:1–10). This statement of judgment against Jesus by the Pharisees 
is in fact a proclamation of Gospel truth. For our God is one who delights in mercy, who casts all our sins into the depths 
of the sea through the cross (Micah 7:18–20). “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim 1:12–17). Those 
who refuse to be counted as sinners also refuse Jesus who came only for sinners. Those like the older son (Luke 15:11–32) 
who think they are righteous of themselves will not join in the heavenly celebration over the sinner who repents and so 
remain outside of the Father’s house. Let us therefore be on guard against self–righteously trusting in our own merits. 
“Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time” (1 Peter 5:6–11). Rejoice that 
Jesus receives sinners like us and that He still sits at table with us in the Holy Supper, bestowing His forgiveness and life. 
 
Note on the Pastor’s Vestment 
“The chasuble is the most distinctive ancient Eucharistic (relating to the Lord’s Supper) vestment of the Christian church. The 
word chasuble comes from the Latin casula, meaning a little hut, because it covered the whole man… St. Paul mentions this 
garment in 2 Tim. 4:13 [“When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas…”]… When it passed out of common 
secular use, it was retained as a clerical vestment… At the time of the Reformation, Luther retained the chasuble and the ancient 
vestments, while Zwingli and other reformers discarded them as “papistic,” (relating to the Roman pope) together with altars, 
candles, crucifixes, and the like. Since earliest days, however, the chasuble has been ‘the vestment’ for the celebration of the 
Holy Communion Service, was retained by the Lutheran Church at the time of the Reformation, and is still used by a large 
section of the Lutheran Church” (Lang, Paul H.D. Ceremony and Celebration, 52). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Stand 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 

and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Introit Psalm 25:1–2a, 5b, 15, 20; antiphon: vv. 16, 18 

 
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,* 
 for I am lonely and af- | flicted. 
Consider my affliction and my | trouble,* 
 and forgive | all my sins. 
To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul.* 
 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 
You are the God of my sal- | vation;* 
 for you I wait all the | day long. 
My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,* 
 for he will pluck my feet out | of the net. 
Oh, guard my soul, and de- | liver me!* 
 Let me not be put to shame, for I take ref- | uge in you. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,* 
 for I am lonely and af- | flicted. 
Consider my affliction and my | trouble,* 
 and forgive | all my sins. 

Kyrie LSB 186 
 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
 

 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in You, without whom nothing is strong and nothing is holy, multiply Your 
mercy on us that, with You as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the 
things eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen 
  

Sit 
 
Old Testament Reading Micah 7:18–20 
 

18Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity 
 and passing over transgression 
 for the remnant of his inheritance? 
He does not retain his anger forever, 
 because he delights in steadfast love. 
19He will again have compassion on us; 
 he will tread our iniquities under foot. 
You will cast all our sins 
 into the depths of the sea. 
20You will show faithfulness to Jacob 
 and steadfast love to Abraham, 
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as you have sworn to our fathers 
 from the days of old. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Gradual Psalm 55:22a, 16, 18a 
 

 
Cast your burden | on the LORD,* 
 and he will sus- | tain you. 
I call to God, and the LORD will | save me.* 
 He redeems my soul in | safety. 

 

Epistle 1 Timothy 1:12–17 
 

 12I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his 
service, 13though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had 
acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. 15The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 
might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of 
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Stand 
 
Alleluia LSB 190 
 

 
 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 15:1–10 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
 

 
  
 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes 
grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 

11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me 
the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days later, the 
younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless 
living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he 
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was 
longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.  

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough bread, but 
I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.” ’ 20 And he arose 
and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and 
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embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, 
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 
24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.  

25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And 
he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your 
father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused to 
go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, 
and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But 
when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 
31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be 
glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’ ” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

 
Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 



 6 

609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 
 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 

    Were as scarlet my transgression, 
It shall be as white as snow 
    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 
For these words I now believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
6 Now my conscience is at peace; 

    From the Law I stand acquitted. 
Christ hath purchased my release 
    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 
Naught remains my soul to grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

    Also I have been forgiven; 
And when I this earth must leave, 
    I shall find an open heaven. 
Dying, still to Him I cleave: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 
Offertory LSB 192 

 



 7 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Preface LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, 
humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. 
Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer (chanted) LSB 196 
 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord (chanted) LSB 197 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Sit 
 
Distribution 
 
During distribution, you are invited to meditate silently on the following hymn text. 
 
683 Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me 

1 Jesus, Thy boundless love to me 
    No thought can reach, no tongue declare; 
Unite my thankful heart to Thee, 
    And reign without a rival there! 
Thine wholly, Thine alone I am; 
Be Thou alone my constant flame. 

2 O grant that nothing in my soul 
    May dwell, but Thy pure love alone; 
Oh, may Thy love possess me whole, 
    My joy, my treasure, and my crown! 
All coldness from my heart remove; 
My ev’ry act, word, thought be love. 

3 This love unwearied I pursue 
    And dauntlessly to Thee aspire. 
Oh, may Thy love my hope renew, 
    Burn in my soul like heav’nly fire! 
And day and night, be all my care 
To guard this sacred treasure there. 

4 In suff’ring be Thy love my peace, 
    In weakness be Thy love my pow’r; 
And when the storms of life shall cease, 
    O Jesus, in that final hour, 
Be Thou my rod and staff and guide, 
And draw me safely to Thy side! 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 
Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 
 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
  

 
 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
  

 
 

 
Benedicamus LSB 202 
 

A Bless we the Lord. 
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Benediction LSB 202 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
 

 
 

922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing sts. 1–4 
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