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“For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who 

humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 18:14) 
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THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 
“The Lord respected Abel and his offering, but He did not respect Cain and his 
offering” (Gen 4:1–15). For unlike Abel, Cain’s offering did not proceed from a heart 
that revered and trusted in the Lord. Thus, the lowly tax collector who prayed, “God 
be merciful to me, sinner!” was the one who went down to his house justified before 
God, not the respectable, outwardly righteous Pharisee who trusted in himself and his 
own good living (Luke 18:9–14). “For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should 
boast” (Eph 2:1–10). The one who penitently despairs of his own righteousness and 
relies completely on the atoning mercy of God in Christ is the one who is declared 
righteous. For Christ died for our sins and rose again the third day (1 Cor 15:1–10). 
Therefore, “everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted.” 
 
 
FROM THE LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS 
 
“So Daniel teaches us in praying to seize mercy, that is, to trust in God’s mercy 
and not to trust in our own merits before God [Daniel 9:18-19]. We also wonder 
what our adversaries do in prayer, if the ungodly people ever ask anything of 
God. If they declare that they are worthy because they have love and good works 
and ask for grace as a debt, they pray precisely like the Pharisee who says, ‘I am 
not like other men’ (Luke 18:11). He who prays for grace in this way does not 
rely upon God’s mercy and treats Christ with disrespect. After all, He is our High 
Priest, who intercedes for us. So prayer relies upon God’s mercy, when we 
believe that we are heard for Christ’s sake. He is our High Priest, as He Himself 
says, ‘Whatever you ask in My name, this I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it’ (John 
14:13-14). Without this High Priest we cannot approach the Father.”  
 
(From the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article V. Concordia: The 
Lutheran Confessions, 214). 
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Venite LSB 220 
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Additional Psalm Psalm 68:1, 3, 7a, 10b, 19; antiphon: vv. 5b, 6a, 35b 

 
God is in his holy habi- | tation;* 
 [he] settles the solitary | in a home. 
The God of Israel—he | is the one* 
 who gives power and strength to his | people. 
God shall arise, his enemies shall be | scattered;* 
 and those who hate him shall flee be- | fore him! 
But the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult be- | fore God;* 
 they shall be jubilant | with joy! 
O God, when you went out before your | people,* 
 in your goodness, O God, you provided for the | needy. 
Blessèd be the Lord, who daily | bears us up;* 
 God is our sal- | vation. 
 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
God is in his holy habi- | tation;* 
 [he] settles the solitary | in a home. 
The God of Israel—he | is the one* 
 who gives power and strength to his | people. 

 
Sit 
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613 To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
First Reading Genesis 4:1–15 

 1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have 
gotten a man with the help of the LORD.” 2And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now 
Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3In the course of time Cain 
brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought of the 
firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his 
offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his 
face fell. 6The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7If 
you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the 
door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” 
 8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against 
his brother Abel and killed him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your 
brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10And the LORD said, 
“What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the 
ground. 11And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to 
receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it shall no 
longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 
13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 14Behold, you have 
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driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a 
fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15Then the 
LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him 
sevenfold.” And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack 
him. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:1–10 
 1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the 
word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 
 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom 
are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least 
of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On 
the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God 
that is with me. 
 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Third Reading Luke 18:9–14 
 9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed 
thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13But the 
tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his 
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Responsory LSB 221 

 

 
 
Sermon 
 
Stand 
Te Deum LSB 223 
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Kyrie LSB 227 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Collects LSB 227 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 
L  Almighty and everlasting God, always more ready to hear than we to pray and to 

give more than we either desire or deserve, pour down upon us the abundance of 
Your mercy, forgiving those things of which our conscience is afraid and giving us 
those good things that we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and 
mediation of Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
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Collect for Grace 
L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely 

brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, 
but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your 
sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 228 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 228 
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684 Come unto Me, Ye Weary 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 


