
 Trinity Highlights
October 2026 Newsletter

 309-346-1391 ~ www.trinitypekin.com

Rev. Mark Drews, Pastor ~ 701-390-6073

Stewardship Report:
General Fund Report:            August Year to Date        Year to Date      

    Actual     Actual        Budget        
Income $ 26,320    $ 153,511     $159,913
Expenses       24,753                202,190       216,578
(Deficit)/Surplus              1,566        (48,679)          (56,665)

Giving in August exceeded projections due to two main factors – 1) 5 Sunday month, 2) a couple annual gifts.  Giving
remains approximately $6,000 lower than projected year to date.  Expenses were right on budget and are close to
$14,000 lower year to date.  

The General Fund balance at the end of August was $261,091.44.

Let us give thanks to the Lord for His continued blessings and pray that we may continue to be faithful stewards until
the day of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Rob Fornoff, Chairman - Board of Finance

Operation Christmas Child
We are thankful that God has given us an opportunity
to bless children around the world by packing shoe box
gifts for Operation Christmas Child.  We are asking for
you to bring in new items to help fill shoe boxes for
boys and girls ages 2 -          4; 5 - 9 and 10 - 14. Gifts
do not need to be expensive. You might try searching
the dollar stores in town.  Check out the display in
Room 10 for a list of acceptable items. Please
remember items need to fit inside an average size shoe
box.  There is a box in Room 10 to put your donations
in.

Sunday, October 4, 2026
2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Meet at Planned Parenthood
2709 N. Knoxville, Peoria

Life Chain is an annual, nationwide, peaceful, prayerful
hour of silence on public sidewalks supporting the
dignity of and right to life.  Thousands of churches
nationwide are participating at the same time.

Join us for a peaceful, prayerful witness for the most
vulnerable among us.

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you...”
Jeremiah 1:5







Trinity’s Service Volunteers - October 2026

ACOLYTES
10/04   9:00 a.m. Lexi Brown
10/11   9:00 a.m. Open
10/18   9:00 a.m. Edith Spaeth
10/25   9:00 a.m. Ella Spaeth

BIBLE BREAKFAST HELPERS
Pick-Up Donuts:
10/04 Open
10/11 Mike Seidell
10/18 Open
10/25 Open

Prep Donuts, Make Coffee, Pour Juice:
10/04 Julie O’Conner
10/11 Julie O’Conner
10/18 Open
10/25 Open

ALTAR GUILD
10/04 Lynn Brown / Cori Spaeth
10/18 Lauren Juergens / Debbie Fornoff
10/25 Melissa Deverman / Debbie Fornoff

USHERS
10/04   9:00 a.m. Dave Harms, Mike Seidell
10/11   9:00 a.m. Chris Whitley, Owen Miller
10/18   9:00 a.m. Dave Harms, Mike Seidell
10/25   9:00 a.m. Chris Whitley, Owen Miller

ALTAR FLOWERS
10/04 BonnyLou Schmidt, for God’s Blessings.
10/11 Owen & Jane Miller, for their 40th wedding

anniversary on October 13.
10/18 Marcia Whitley, in memory of her husband,

Perry Whitley.
10/25 Open

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS / READERS
10/04 Rob Fornoff
10/18 Brad Juergens
10/25 Rob Fornoff

READERS
10/11 Matt Deverman

Did You Know?
Peoria Area Lutherans for Life

“One of the penalties of refusing to participate in politics is that you end up being governed by your inferiors”
- Plato

Mid-term elections are coming in November this year, but did you know that Christian pollster George Barna’s
research indicates that approximately half of Christians are not even registered to vote?  His research also
shows that of those Christians who are registered, only about half of them actually cast a ballot!  In practical
terms this means only about 25% of Christians vote.  Fellow believers, the laws that affect every aspect of our
lives are all determined by our votes.  Who we elect to represent our interests at all levels of government and
what those elected officials believe determines what sort of society we will live in.  Our faithful and loving God
is ultimately in control of all, but He uses human agents (Noah, Joshua, Gideon, King David, Esther, and so
many others) to accomplish His purposes, and He has given us in this blessed nation the privilege and
responsibility of choosing our leaders.  Peoria Area Lutherans for Life will again be providing voter guides to
help you vote for candidates who have a Christian worldview.  These guides, prepared by the Christian
non-profit Illinois Family Institute will be available to you in your church in October, and you can find them
on-line right now at illinoisfamily.org/voterguide, with additional candidate info available at ivoterguide.com.
Election day is officially November 3rd, but early voting and mail-in voting will be available before then.   If
you have moved recently or your name has changed, be sure you are registered correctly.  Consider Proverbs
29:2.  Study, pray, vote, and trust Jesus in all things.  Thank you, and may God bless you.



ROOTED IN CHRIST: CID Youth Event
Saturday, November 7 • Camp Cilca

Youth from across the Central Illinois District are invited to gather on
Saturday, November 7, for a full day of worship, fellowship, and spiritual
growth at Camp Cilca. This year's event carries the theme “Rooted in
Christ,” drawn from Colossians 2:6–7, which calls believers to walk in
Christ, “rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith.”

Registration will open at 8:30 a.m., with programming running until 4:00 p.m. Organizers are
planning a day filled with worship, small-group discussion, and recreation, all centered on what it
means for young people to grow deep in their faith and stand firm together as a community.

The cost to attend is $40 per youth, which covers the full day of activities. Adult volunteers attend
free of charge, and organizers are encouraging churches to bring chaperones to support their youth
groups throughout the day. Register at: https://pci.jotform.com/form/262385217608057

Save the Date: The 75 & Over Dinner will be held on Saturday, October 24 at 12:00 p.m. 
Letters will be sent out soon and more information will follow.

GSLS News:
- The Good Shepherd Spirit Wear Store is open once again.  Stock up on your favorite GSLS

Rams gear!  The online store will remain open through November 1.  GSLS receives a
percentage from every purchase.  Shop here:  https://gslspekin.itemorder.com/shop/home/

- GSLS is selling Domino’s Slice the Price Cards again!  The cards are Buy One Pizza, Get One
Free - and you can use the card as many times as you want through June 2027!  There is no limit
on how many pizzas you can order at one time.  Order here:  https://store.dominos.cards/54902

LCMS Foundation: Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor has some examples of
Christian Preambles/Family Blessings. Even a simple worksheet, to get you started on the task of
creating your concise statement of faith, as you exhort future generations coming after you to
continue walking in the faith, just as you have.
For help getting started, contact Scott Radden @ 618-977-4049 or scott.radden@lfnd.org.

Daylight Savings Time Ends Sunday, November 1

Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour before you go
to bed Saturday, October 31.

“From the beginning of my Reformation I have asked God to send me neither
dreams, nor visions, nor angels, but to give me the right understanding of His
Word, the Holy Scriptures; for as long as I have God's Word, I know that I
am walking in His way and that I shall not fall into any error or delusion.”
Martin Luther



October Birthdays & Anniversaries

Birthdays

October 1
Ryan McCoy
Jane Miller
Mary Ann Vaupel

October 6
Brian Ingrassia
Amy Watson

October 7
Christopher Adkins

October 8
Rick Conrad

October 11
Nicholas Maquet

October 13
Bernard Harms Jr. 
Nicklaus Hernan

October 14
Hollie LandiVittori

October 15
Barret Speck

October 16
Zachary Cooney
Ashley Fornoff

October 17
Debra Cooney

October 18
Hermene Upchurch
  
October 21
Kiel Baldes
Kreigh Look

October 22
Roger Simpson

October 23
Kelly Hoehn
John Mattheessen

October 25
Rocky Crawford, II
Arlene Moldenhauer

October 27
Virginia Hilst

October 28
Summer Watson

If your birthday or
anniversary was omitted
or a date is incorrect,
please contact the church
office so we can update
our records.

Anniversaries

October 7
Nicklaus & Toni Hernan

October 10
Tim & Lori Kincaid

October 12
Bob & Paula Mattheessen

October 13
Owen & Jane Miller

October 19
Jeff & Pam Hemp

October 21
Richard & Gina Kuhn

October 22
Mike & Kelly Hoehn

October 23
Dave & Nicole Harms

October 24
Trent & Billie May

October 29
Bryan & Cassie Dunn
Amy & Doug Hand
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Entire Month of October
Operation Christmas Child

October 4
Lutherans for Life - Life Chain

October 24
75 & Over Dinner

November 1
Daylight Savings Time Ends
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